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At a Seſlions of Peace there held ; 


| Which began on IW edneſ, day the 11th of this In- 
{tant 0Fober, and ended on Fryday the 13th, 1676. 


Setting forth the ſeveral 
. Facts, 'Tryals, and Condemnatior 
| Of Sixteen perſons ſentenced to Die. 


Amongſt whom was one for killing a mat neee | 
1//ington almoſt two years ago. 
With an Account how many are Burn'd in the Hand 
and to be Whipt. 
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The Narrative of the Sels1ons. 


\ He preſent Sefions was ſo unhappily 

fruitful 1n diſcoveries of variety of Vil- 

lainy, that the copiouſneſs of the mat- 

ter may- juſtly eaſe us of a tedious Pre- 

amble, that common Inmber of a Pam- 

phlet, and oblige us, unleſs we had more room than 

a fiagle ſheet, forthwith to fall to the Relation of 
p2"ticulars. — 

A young fellow was indicted, for that he with 
two others, not yet known or taken, came into a ſhop 
1n Cheapſile and ftrole two f(ilver Watches and a 
Watch-caſe to the value of Tea pound, The Maſter 
of the ſhop wasa Watchmaker, but his wife on one 
ſide of it kept the trade of a Millinereſs: He being 
abroad, and none but ſhe in the whole ſhop, the Pxj- 
ſoner and another came in pretending to buy Gloves, 
and holding the Gentlewoman in. diſcourſe, and 
crowding up to the wal], on a ſudden a Boy in the 
ſtreet (ſuppoſed to be one of their Comrogues, and 
to be done by Confederacy) ſnatches two Watches 
off from the Grate, and a Caſe, and run away : he 
that was with the Priſoner pretended to ftrike at him, 
and ;un after him ſo far, that he never came backs 
and the Priſoner would have been going too, but 
was {eizd, Wowever, lince there. was no proof 6 

tae 


3] 
the boy that ſtole the Wk being of his Company, 


he was brought 1n not guilty, 

Vaeinditted for breaking open a houſe the 22th 
oi: September , in theday time. He ut into a Ta- 
vern in Cornhil, and went into the upper Rooms, 
where he broke open a door and ſtvle a Perriwie, 
Stockings, and ſeveral other things; but being afraid 
of a diſcovery as he came dows, endeavour'd to e- 
ſcape at the top of the houſe; but being ſeen by a 
Neighbour on the Leads, and examined, he firſt faid 
he was ſurveying the houſe, afterwards that he had 
a Maſter below a drinking 3 but in ſhort, was appre- 
hended, committed, and now feund guilty, having, 
as was teſtified in the @ourt, been burn'd in the 
hand before. 

Two old Offenders having two Inditments a- 
gainſt them both for felonious eaking the Goods 
of two Gentlemen, plcaded guilty to thoſe and all 
others within the benefit of Clergy, a knack of Law 
which the Newgate-ſtudents are generally well vers'd 
in, though here 'tis like to do them but ſmall kind- 
neſs; for though the reſpeRive [adi&ments to which 
they pleaded guilty, were but for Felony, as being 
Jaid in Lowdox, wherethe Goods (being Plate and 
Linpen, to a very great value) were tak:n with them, 
yet upon Examination of Evidence buth Facts ap- 
peared to be Burglaries iz other Counties, viz. one 
io #iltfzre, and the other in Bark-faire 5 and in ſuch 
a Caſe he:d vant te of Clergy is expreſsly exclu- 
ded by the Statute : So that they are both like to 
{uffer deſervedly for their wicked practiſes, which 
wasto take their progreſs to remote parts in tte 
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Country, and take the advantage of breaking ops 
the houſes of perſons of Quality, where th?y might 
hive the moſt confiderable Booty, being well prg- 
vided with all forts of B:tities, Milis, and other Hel- 
i: Engines for eft-Cing the faine, > 

A Maa was tryed on an [odiftment for Marther, 
for killing one William Parker un the &th diy of 
February laſt was T welvemonth, near Zf{ington : 
che Caſe was thus. The (aid Parker and another, 
ow an Evidence, wereat worka ditchicgs the Pri- 
ſonec aud bis Brother (not yet taken} cam? that . 
way, but out of any commoo Path, with each of 
them a vsry great Stake tn his hand, which ſeemed 
lacely to be plucikt out of ſome Fence. Parker 
(knowing them) told them, rey did not do well 
to ſpo!t Peoples Paſtures and Fences, @&rc. Where- 
upon they {wore they wouid bear ovt his Brains, and 
aflaulted the Ditchers, who defended themſceivss as 
well as they could a whilez and then coming to a 
Parley, the Priioner azd his Brother went away a- 
bove rhreeſcore yards, 'and then on a ſud&ain re- 
turned, {wearing they waovld kill the old Rogue 
(meaning rhe ſaid W:#. Parker ) and then ihe Pri- 
{oner, with the Ciub orS:ake he had 1n his hand, 
gave the ſaid Parker a mortal bruiſe on the right 
ſ1d2 of the Head, fo that he lay at preſent for dead, 
but with Spirits was bruughrt to life azain ; but next 
Morning about four a Clock died, Whilit :he Evi 
dence was gettiag Strong - waters to revive his 
Frie: d and call tor help, the C:imiaal: fl-d, nor 
could be heard of for above this year and an halt 
upon the Hye and Gry, till lately the Priſoner was 
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taken near Croyden in Surrey. Though on the 
Evidence It ſeemed to be a Murther, yet en condi- 
dexation of the whole matter, the Jury brought it - 
ig oaly Manſlaughter, for reaſons beſt known to. 
themſeivesz but craving the benefit of his Clergy he 
was not able to read, and lo received ſentence of 
Death. | 

Two fellows were found guilty of breaking open 
3 houſe at Edmonton in the Gay-time on the 20th of 
Auguſt lalt, and telontous takiog of fix pair of Sheets 


"Y 
a Farrindon-gown, aad other Linnen ans Appar:! 

no body being tn the ſame houſe - bur the bar of the 
window being broke, end the Thieves ſeen with 
bundies comiag from the houſe, they were parſued 
fo cloſely that they dropt their Pillage into a Garden 
and hid themſelves, one in a Ditch of water, the o- 
| ther in Buſhes, Bat were {oon taken, and ſome odde 
things, as a Razor, @c, taken about cne of them, 
bur they were ſeen to drop the reſt that were left 1n 
the Carden, and therefore there was iv need of fur- 
ther proof. 

The next Caſe of two Criminals had more of In- 
tricacy init : They broke open an univhabired houſe 
at Hackney, and took thence a Copper vajued at 
Four pound 3 but not being able the ſame night to- 
carry it off, hid it three or tour fields diſtant, where 
it was accidentally found by huneſt Neigh nous, and 
a VVatchplanied next nightro ſee why would fetch 
It away,who appeared to be the Priſoners now at the 
Barz and after they had carried it ſome few rods, 
the Ambuſcade unwilling they ſhould weary them- 


ſelves too much,came into prevent their further toil, 
' and 


(ol 

and lodged them ſafe next day in Newgate. It was 
apreed that the firſt taking the Copper, being fixed 
by Morter, &-c. tothe Frechoid, was onely a Treſ- 
paſs, and no Felony 5 out it was reſolved, that the 
ſecond remove after it was onceleparated, was Felq 
ny, the property not being alteredz and thereupon 
they were found guilty by tke Jury. Thele two had 
long madea Trade cf Stealing, and formerly recei- 
ved mercy, but would t:ke-no warning. 

There was a woman indicted for having two Ruſ. 
bands, and a man for as many VVives : ſhe was pro. 
ſecuted by her latter (ſuppoſed) Hu+sband, ke by his 
former Wife; but for want of dire& and ſufficient 
proof, neither were found guilty. The man ſeemed 
very paſſionately defirous, that Squire Katch might 


ſue out a Divorce between him and his Lady ; and 


yetit is certain(unleſs he publickly belyed himſelf in 


Court) he has got ſomething by her fiace their Mar- 
riage. 

The next was alittle eonfident ungrateſul Slut, taken up 
in the ficeets by an honeſt laborious Market- woman, who firlt 
employed her, and afterwards admitted her to lie with her ; 
{he took an advantage one morning when her kindeDame was 
gone out early, leeving her in bed, to rob the poor woman of 
almot ail the Clothes ſhe had, ſending them away by ſome 
Confederates, and devoutly forſwearing her own knowing 
any thing of che marcer; bur finding a Werrant like ro 
come, fled, and was found withan Ends of ©-'4 and Silver 
woman, to whom ſhe had pawn'd part of *+- ching« : ſhe 
was Convicted only to the vatue of :-n Penc-:; ano conſe» 
quently inſtead of riding in a Cart, fhall only :zvethe ho« 
nour tofollow it, underthecorre&ion of a geniiie Lath. 

Another like Exatnple »f baſe Tngratitude ;rom Shadwel. 
A man in kindnets gives a young Feliow his Locgingz whoin 


re» 


.. 
requital gets up early, and runs away with a {mal] Trunk, 
and 9 0. 15 5, in Money, befides Rings and other things inir, 
to his almoit utcer undoing, having been two years ſearching 
forthe Thict ; for io I may lawſully call him, ftanding con- 
viged by the Vergit of Twelve men, being lately arrived 
from a Voyage to See. 

One was indiRted for ſtealing « dunniſh Gelding, a brown 
Nagg, and one black Mare, The Evidence was ſuch that he 
coula hardly deny it, oneiy endeavoured to evade it by al- 
leadging that he had no felonious intent. Being conviged, 
he beg*d hard for Tranſportation, but received Sentence with 
the ret to die, MN | 

' A Woman that hadſeveral times troubled the Court at for» 
mer Sefhions, was now brought in again; the Crime ſhe was 
charged with being thus: She had for (ome time lodge) at a 
houſe 1n St. Sepulchres Pariſh, and on the 22th of February laſt 
taking an opportunity, whilſt her Landiord and his Wife were 
gone forth ro a Funeral, cu awzy the potts of the door where 

* they uledco lie, and witha piece of [ron put back the Spring= 
! Jock, and ſtole away a filver Cup tothe value of 5 1. a Tankard 
t worth 9 1. and feveral other Goods, wearing Apparel, &c, 
| There came in Evidence agairft her, that they ſaw a light in 
the Chamber where the Robbery was commicted at the ſame 

, thine, and knock'd at the door, but no body would anſwers 
and that immediately after ſie was ſeen to come out of rhe 
houſe with a bundle or heap in her Apron, &c. After Con- 
vicion ſhe pleaded her Belly, but a Jury of Matrons gave in 


* 


their Vergict that ſhe was not with Childe. 

' Two other notorions Female Offenders received Sentence 
"for ſtealing a conſiderable parcel of Linnen aud other things : 
'One cf them, ir was («id, had formerly been tranſportedy 
'Which ſhe begg'd for heartily now again, but notwithſtanding 
their prayers, both were tied up. 


The reſt of the men whoſe Crimes are not parti- 
cularized, were condemned for Burglaries, wherein 
there was nothing extiaordinary, fave the prodigi- 

| ous: 


- 


red” | Cadin'c d ts live as be t 
deſtruQtion of their: peaceable and induſtrious Fet-! 
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There were inall Sixtecn. perſons ( Thirteen men. ; 
FS Three women): that received Sentence of death, 1. 
Thirteen burn'd in the hand,*: 

dered to be Woke at the Carts tail, or ( as chem-' : 


we the Flogging Tumbler, 
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